
If you have ever watched the film ‘Shrek’ there 

is scene when Shrek and donkey set off with 

donkey singing ‘we’re on the road again…’ 

In Mark’s Gospel the narrative is written as 

something of a page turner and the passage 

we have today could have been headed ‘On 

the road again..’ 
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These are the ruins of Capernaum from the 

time of Jesus… 
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This is an artist’s impression of how the town 

cum city may have looked. 

So off Jesus heads to Capernaum – He and 

his disciples with him…this is where Peter’s 

mother lived and there is no record of where 

they stayed once they have arrived. 

They would have travelled before the Sabbath 

so as not to break the laws on restricted or 

limited travel on the Sabbath. 
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It is probable that Jesus was already known as 

a Rabbi, a teacher and preacher of God’s 

Word. 

It was common practice for the leader of a 

synagogue to ask visiting Rabbis or teachers to 

give the teaching when they visited the 

synagogue –which all good Jews would do. 

So Jesus is rota-ed for the next worship time at 

the synagogue. 

 

4 



I once heard a Methodist minster say that 

when he couldn’t think of what to preach he 

reached for the book of Wesley’s 44 Sermons; 

and used one of them. 

This was no recycled sermon. 

The people were amazed at Jesus’s teaching – 

the passage doesn’t say that the leader of he 

synagogue was surprised – maybe he knew 

what the reaction would be to Jesus. 

Jesus brought His own fresh and dynamic 

insights. 

 

5 



The usual preaching and teaching that was 

delivered was a reiteration of the teaching of 

some high profile, even dead, Rabbi – it would 

be along the lines of Rabbi so and so said this, 

said that, said this, said that and on it would 

go. 

No fresh insights or input. 
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Jesus was speaking with authority – that 

doesn’t mean that he was doing a loud 

shouting rant like some over the top ‘platform’ 

or ‘big event’ preachers. 

His words had power and integrity. 

The actions that followed merely added to the 

authority already seem in Him by those in the 

synagogue. 
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Jesus was the living example and embodiment 

of what he later taught the first disciples and 

every generation of disciples, through to us 

(and beyond) in Mark 11: 22-24 
‘22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 
23 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this 

mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and 

does not doubt in their heart but believes that 

what they say will happen, it will be done for 

them. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask 

for in prayer, believe that you have received it, 

and it will be yours’ 
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The hordes of hell knew and know who Jesus 

is and the authority He has and the power of 

His Name and Word  - both the spoken then by 

Jesus himself and the written and spoken word 

in now in His Name. 

If the demons of hell know this, how come so 

many in Jesus’s church don’t remember this? 

Let alone those outside Christian circles. 

Too often we make God too small and the devil 

too big, and forget the opposite of satan is 

Archangel Michael – not God. See:Revelation 

12: 7 - 9 
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The astonishment continued. 

When Jesus rebuked the demon, a more 

accurate translation is ‘Be muzzled’. 

And words spoken not with a raging shout – 

but with a quiet and certain authority – so 

unlike the Jewish exorcists who also used to 

try and bring deliverance.. 
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Jesus was rightly seen and understand to not 

only speak with authority but to act with 

authority and more so He was (and is) the 

fullness of  God in human form. See 

Colossians 2: 9 

‘For in Him (Christ) dwells all the fullness of the 

God head bodily’ 
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This is believing for yourself what God thinks 

about you, His power within you, His Holy 

Spirit within you and Jesus working through 

you. 

NOT how you might think about yourself…it’s 

fair to say that most Christians have a far lower 

view of themselves than God does. 
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As Jesus spoke and acted with God given 

authority, so can you and I. 

Jesus gives us His promise and His authority 

in Luke 10: 19 

‘I have given you authority to trample on 

snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the 

power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.’ 

 

I have included the God given words of 

Scripture this morning as the assurance that 

these are God’s firm assurances of the 

authority that you (and I have) in the Name of 

Jesus….dare to believe… 
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This final slide with the song on reflects and 

speaks into the fact that we have God given 

power and authority within us – and this is 

each one of us. 

And through God, we can do great things, all 

we need to do is to ‘dare to believe’. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssWzBMVd

yc4  

Embed code: <iframe width="640" 

height="360" 

src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/ssWzBM

Vdyc4" frameborder="0" allow="autoplay; 

encrypted-media" allowfullscreen></iframe> 
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