
The verse of John 12:26 is from the lectionary 

for this Sunday, the 5th Sunday in Lent. 

The passage marks the end of Jesus’ public 

ministry but is also the bridge into the next 

season of Jesus’ ministry, His continuing to 

fulfil His Father’s Will and Purpose and Jesus 

giving guidance and instruction to His disciples 

for what is to yet unfold. 

I think it is very apt for us at this point in our 

church year as we look to the future, whilst 

also looking back with thankfulness.  
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12 months ago I spoke of; 

 Messy Tots, Sunday School, New focus for 

Holy Week, Summer Fayre, Christmas Tree 

Festival….a Men’s Group hoping to enable 

non-church men rethink how they think of the 

Christian faith and come and see. 

I gave the thought that we are not called to be 

church in isolation so I would see us having 

stronger links with others. 
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And the wheels being in motion for Chell 

Parish to once more be a training parish and 

yes I have registered interest in training a 

Curate  - something possible from 2019 – but 

we are in the ’wait and see’  time. 

 

An Away Day was being planned too when we 

would explore and unpack these initiatives. 

 

 

3 



 A slide from last year and the quote from 

Steve Turner, the Christian poet, ‘These are 

the good old days, just wait and see’ 

We are on an Adventure, the journey has 

begun. 

We have the Spirit of the Living God in us, in 

you… 

Words from Romans 8: 37 – 39, written by 

Paul to give the Christians then and us now, 

the assurance of the plan, power and purpose 

of God for us… 
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‘No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us.  

 

For I am convinced that neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 
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Where did we finish last year? 

I asked…What do we do next? 

Pray, pray and pray again. 

In prayer we commit our way forward, our 

plans and trust God to keep His promises; 

especially this promise from Proverbs 16:3 

(NIV) 

‘Commit to the LORD whatever you do, 

    and he will establish your plans’ 
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We have moved on, and we’re called by God, 

as part of His church to move forward… 

Paul uses this same theme in Philippians 3:14 

‘I press on toward the goal to win the prize 

for which God has called me heavenward in 

Christ Jesus.’ 

Words not unique to Paul but applicable to 

every Christian, in every church fellowship. 
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So how did all the plans cast in 2017 turn out? 

1. Messy Tots began – there are now 130 

children registered! 

2. Sunday School – it began and it is 

growing! 

3. Holy week – we had a different focus but 

also embraced the tradition of both 

churches 

4. Summer Fayre – this happened and 

another success. 

5. Christmas Tree Festival – did it happen? – 

Of course it did and spectacularly so. 
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6. Stronger links with the community have 

been and are being developed – the Christmas 

Tree Festival being a springboard for this. 

7. Our interest for a Curate has been logged in 

the new system organised by Bishop Michael. 

We are currently in the ‘waiting to hear’ period 

to see if my request progresses to the next 

stage. 

8. We ran a very successful Away Day with a 

new Mission Action Plan as a consequence. 
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Some of the men of church have met for meals 

out – but due entirely to time constraints, the 

Men's’ Group still needs to be developed.. 

So it is there as an objective for 2018/19 – it 

may not have fully materialised yet, but it is not 

forgotten…’some things just take time’ 
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Other things have happened – which this time last 

year would perhaps have seemed to be 

impossible (in no particular order) 

1. New entry doors, new emergency doors and 

window units installed on the Parish Hall at St 

Michael’s. 

2. New (to us) chairs for Church of the Saviour 

3. New projector at Church of the Saviour. 

4. £1004 in grants to make the Christmas Tree 

Festival a reality. 

5. New church members 

6. Even closer working with Burnwood School. 

7. We ran the school uniform project which got 

national media coverage. 
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8. More Hampers and toys given to Families in 

need in Christmas 2017 than in 2016. 

9. Chell Parish because of its open doors and 

reflection time following the Manchester 

terrorist attack was featured on BBC Midlands 

– it showed our heart for the wider community, 

10. More new children attending Messy Angels 

on a Tuesday. 

11. Our own YouTube established and our 

videos are getting increasing viewings – it 

raises the profile of the Parish & showcases 

what we are doing as God’s church in this place 

and time. 

12.Stronger ecumenical and Deanery links. 
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It is a well coined phrase that if you are  not 

moving forward, you don’t stand still, you 

actually slip backwards. 

As I have already mentioned looking forward; 

    Establish the Men’s Group 

Also… 

1. Outreach to bring people to faith & thereby 

grow our church membership 

2. Re-try Café Church at Church of the 

Saviour 

3. Pursue the (pending)possibility of a Curate 

4. Summer Fayre 2018 
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5. Christmas Tree Festival 2018  

6. Christmas Fayre 2018 (8th December) 

7. Obtain secure ongoing funding for the 

Family Worker post (Becky) 

8. Submit bid/s for a new kitchen and corridor 

heating for Church of the Saviour. 

9. Develop more ‘low cringe’ events (las we 

have had ‘An Evening with…) as outreach 

events. 

10. Fully pay the Parish Share. 
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Proverbs 19:21 says; 

‘Many are the plans in a person’s heart, 

    but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails.’ 

I have laid out some plans for this next year, 

but as we have seen in the last twelve months 

God leads and provides beyond our 

imagination – He supercharges our plans; I 

pray that what I have already spoken may be 

God’s Will for us one united church of Chell 

Parish. 

But my overriding desire is the Lord’s Will be 

done…on earth, in us as in Heaven.. 
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What I have laid out in this year’s Vision 

Sermon is not the end; like the best of films, 

the story of God at work in Chell Parish will 

continue to unfold… 

As a church I would ask and urge you as I did 

when I concluded last year’s Vision Sermon, 

Pray, pray and pray again. 

In prayer we commit our way forward, our 

plans and trust God to keep His promises; 

especially this promise from Proverbs 16:3 

(NIV) 

‘Commit to the LORD whatever you do, 

    and he will establish your plans’ 
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Let’s hold onto these words, this promise of 

Jesus for each one of us…may this promise be 

our banner and be realised in our churches for 

His Glory and for the salvation of those who 

have yet to meet our Saviour. 

 

(We will have this on Notice Sheet until this 

time next year, as our prayer and as God’s 

promise for us) 
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