
Bunches of grapes, although not easily grown 

in our climate are something we are quite used 

to seeing and eating. 

When we see a tasty bunch of grapes the work 

I guess that most of us don’t really give that 

much thought about what it takes to produce 

them. 

Perhaps for this passage from John’s Gospel 

we might head up these few verses as ‘Grapes 

from Hard Graft’ 
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Before we get to think about the fruit (let alone 

what it fermented into) – it needs a vine. 

Like all fruit it needs the parent plant that 

produces it. 

It is worth considering what Jesus did and did 

not say… as always Jesus chose his words 

carefuly. 

Jesus did not say that he was the vine, and the 

branches and the fruit – that would like him 

saying that he was the vineyard – something 

which Jesus did not say. 

We can carry the image of vineyard like 

these… 
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And assume wrongly that Jesus was using the 

symbolism of the whole plant…not so. 

He was also saying that He was and is the true 

vine, and in this it is the vine rootstock – and 

he is no counterfeit plant. 

Jesus’s words work on  many levels and 

meanings. 

Jesus is the Way to the Father not the religious 

burdens that the Jewish Leaders put on the 

people, nor others who claim to know the way 

to God or have secret insights… 

The Pharisees looked like the real thing but 

they weren’t – close examination always 

proved this to be so, 
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A bit like the plant in this image – which is not a 

grapevine, yet does closely resemble a 

grapevine, Jesus with his words was 

distancing himself from the false Messiahs that 

he knew would come in the future. 

As history unfolded, history would prove the 

prophetic words of Jesus  - as other itinerant 

preacher and teachers would claim to be the 

Messiah. 

From the 2nd Century onwards through to the 

20th Century there has been a steady stream of 

false Messiahs – Jesus was making it plain –  

words he also spoke recorded in Matthew 24: 

23 – 25 reiterate this warning… 
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Matthew 24: 23 -25 

‘At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here 

is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe 

it.  For false messiahs and false prophets will 

appear and perform great signs and wonders 

to deceive, if possible, even the elect.  
 See, I have told you ahead of time.’ 

Even in our own time there have been false 

Messiahs who have led people away from the 

Truth that is Jesus. 
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Here’s a few of them (of 633,000 results) 

•Abd-ru-shin (18 April 1875 – 6 December 

1941), founder of the Grail Movement. 

•Lou de Palingboer (Louwrens 

Voorthuijzen)[(1898-1968), 

•Father Divine (George Baker) (c. 1880 –

1965),  

•André Matsoua (1899–1942),  

•Samael Aun Weor (1917–1977),  

•Ahn Sahng-hong (1918–1985), founder of the 

World Mission Society Church of God and 

worshiped by the members as the messiah.[22] 
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•Sun Myung Moon (1920–2012), founder and 

leader of the Unification Church established in 

Seoul, South Korea, who considered himself 

the Second Coming of Christ, but not Jesus 

himself. Although it is generally believed by 

Unification Church members ("Moonies") that 

he was the Messiah and the Second Coming of 

Christ and was anointed to fulfill Jesus' 

unfinished mission.[ 

•David Koresh (Vernon Wayne Howell) (1959–

1993), leader of the Branch Davidians, 

renaming himself in honour of King David and 

Cyrus the Great.  

•Maria Devi Christos (born 1960), leader of the 

Great White Brotherhood popular in the former 

Soviet Union. 
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Leaving the false Messiahs aside; if we unpack 

the analogy that Jesus uses of vine, branches 

and fruit, we start to see how this fits with 

Jesus’ other teaching on discipleship. 

Vines and their branches do not sprout up from 

the ground from a root; rather the vine grower 

grafts the branches onto the chosen rootstock 

like the in the picture. 

In a vineyard branches can come from 

anywhere in the world and they are all grafted 

on to create the vine and the full vineyard. 

Over time the joint of where the graft has been 

done becomes unnoticeable as the branches 

grow, drawing their sustenance from the root 

stock. 
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However, not all grafted branches take to the 

root stock and the vine grower prunes them 

back to stop them drawing the strength away 

from the branches that have taken. 

Significantly it is not the vine rootstock rejecting 

the branches , it is always the branches 

rejecting the rootstock  - an analogy which so 

mirrors people rejecting Jesus – He offers life 

in abundance now and for Eternity yet people 

reject him, they reject the offer of a lifetime. 
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The pruned branches are removed from the 

vineyard, taken outside burned outside the 

vineyard…they are not left to rot and infest the 

rest of the vineyard. 

In Mark 9: 42 – 48 Jesus spoke very plainly of 

the fire of hell which never goes out… this 

analogy of the branches that reject the 

rootstock being burned up alludes to those 

same words. 
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It may be an uncomfortable thought, but there 

will be both hell and heaven as potential 

destination points after our lives end on earth. 

Everyone lives after they close their eyes for 

the last time here on earth – whether we have 

accepted or rejected Jesus determines our 

Eternity. 

Whether we stay eternally grafted into Jesus 

depends entirely on whether we accepted Him 

in this Life. 
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Meanwhile; back at the fruit – if the branches 

remain one with the rootstock, each branch 

will produce fruit. 

And Jesus says that each will produce much 

fruit, it’s given (vs 2)… and as there are 

wonderful variations in the different varieties of 

grapes, so will each bear a variety of fruit 

through our discipleship. 

Our different fruit will be indicative of the 

different ministry (job) that God has given each 

of us to do and the different gifting he has 

given us. 
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And to keep the fruit growing…all we have to 

do is to keep faithful to Jesus, follow His will 

and purpose for each of us individually as a 

church and the fruit in our individual walks with 

him will come, as will the fruit of us being 

faithful to Him as His church, His fellowship in 

Chell Parish. 

Jesus really does want us, me and you to 

flourish. 

We are made to flourish for God not to flounder 

– and Jesus promises we will flourish when we 

keep close to Him. 
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How do we do the growing and flourishing? 

Using the image of the grapes – they grow into 

fruit they were created to be in the sun, in the 

place where they are intended to be. Not in the 

shade hidden from view. 

So the fruit of our lives in Christ will grow when 

we are fulfilling what he asks of us, in each and 

every place that he leads us to.(not staying in 

the shadows) 

These are the places of our Sunday to 

Saturday days where we interact with all those 

we meet – interacting in word and action. 
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As we seek to be proactive for Jesus, with 

Jesus and to be Jesus to others (it’s the only 

face of Jesus they will physically see) then we 

also allow the fruit of the Holy Spirit to grow in 

each us.(this makes the ‘branch’ of our 

personal discipleship stronger) 

As the fruit of the Holy Spirit grows in us, then 

together the vineyard grows stronger – we 

grow stronger and more fruitful together. 

Yet we are never to lose sight that we are 

grafted into Jesus and it is only through him 

that we have source and being. I believe that  

what is shown on the slide is the outworking of 

the fruit of the Holy Spirt in each of us. 
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Jesus is the Vine 

We are the branches 

Our fruit grows because it is that way round. 

When we start to think that we are the Vine, then 

the fruit withers because the fruit is only 

sustained when we remember that we are the 

conduit, the branch between the Vine and the 

fruit. 

It is a God given privilege to be our part of the 

vineyard and to know the care of the vine grower 

over us. 
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And to God’s Glory, we are seeing in our 

fellowship the fruit of our having the relationship 

and perspective the right way round.  

For as long as we remember that we are a 

branch then God will keep growing the fruit – we 

are in the fruit growing season! 

It’s a life long growing season – just wait and see.  
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