This morning we are going to be looking at the
events in the second part of the reading from
verse 31 onwards.

The Gospel readings today and over previous
weeks have had the feel of a steady build of
the events surrounding Jesus — the events of
verses 31 -37 would ne exception.

| would suggest that Jesus’ reaction to them
was, ‘Unpredictable’ (though you may think of
other adjectives)

Unpredictable ‘Is likely to change suddenly and
without reason and therefore not able to be
predicted’so often when things don’t turn out
guite as you imagined — here 3 short ads using
this same unpredictability...(enjoy)



https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/likely
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/change
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/suddenly
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/reason
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/therefore
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/able
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/predict

My apologies if you have seen those before —
you could say | couldn’t predict who would and
who would not have seen them.

The quote on the screen from RT Kendall is
concise and gives us the conundrum as to how
God often seems to be.

We think we know how God will do act but then
He does something we least expect...l thought
| would retire at 60! God knew otherwise; God
predictably brought the unpredictable into my
and Josie’s life and yours and ours together in
Chell Parish.



Then on a personal note God brought these
two granddaughters to the place where as you
know they are now living with us — we and they
now have an unpredictable new family life here
with you in Chell.



In every aspect of how Jesus was born, lived
out his life, his earthly ministry, his death, his
resurrection, his ascension and his promised
return — none of this could ever be said or
thought of as being normal or conventional.

Although the side says ‘radical’ — could it be
that ‘radical’ and unpredictable’ are to sides of
the same coin?



What and how Jesus lived, was out of His
choice — none of it was random or by accident
even the moment of his death was of His
choice, John in 19:30 tells us ‘that He gave up
His Spirit’

In every sense Jesus both lived in the culture
of his time yet was also counter-cultural —
predictable as the local carpenter’s son, yet
unpredictable as the Son of God.



The Pharisees as we have we seen over
recent weeks had laid down rules for every
aspect of life of Jewish life — in last week’s
reading Jesus challenged the use of ritual
cleansing before eating or drinking.

The Pharisees and the other religious leaders
loved pattern and the ‘norm’ — it perhaps did
give a sense of stability and owner ship of life
whilst being under Roman occupation.
Perhaps also a sense of authority over people
through their interpretation of the law of Moses
despite them living under the law of Rome



Not surprisingly there were prescribed rules
about where to go and not go and particularly
thinking about those people who were deaf
and dumb.

They were considered the same as children;
not mature enough to be thought as
responsible for their own thinking or actions.
As such they were very much on the fringes of
society, getting by on begging and not even
thought of enough to be counted as part of the
community.



The predictable, Unpredictable Jesus went to
the man. Jesus acted radically against the
culture of the day — he touched someone
classed as unclean because of his disability.

Yet the caveat to this, is that Jesus also went to
Decapolis, the Gentile area-again the culture
would predictably say that no rabbi would ever
go there on purpose

Jesus gave this un-named man time, in his
own place, and dignity when he took him aside
In private; out of the gaze of the crowds; out of
the gaze and tut-tuts of the self-pious leaders.

Jesus had a one on one with this man.



Do you remember the ad for mobile phones
that asked who would you have a one to one
with?

It maybe caused you to ask yourself the
guestion; who would | choose to have a one to
one with?— what would you say if you had one
to one with Jesus, face to face?

After being healed, in verse 35 we are told that
the man ‘spoke plainly’. Yet we there is no
record of what he and Jesus said to each
other...



Was Jesus really living and ministering in a
totally unpredictable way?

The words from the prophet Isaiah that spoke
of how the Messiah would be were spoken
some 700 years before Jesus was born.

It was quite literally in black and white...to use
the later words from Mark 13:14 it was very
much a case of ‘let the reader understand’ (my
re-use of the original context).

So just what did Isaiah prophecy about Jesus?
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Words often read in Lent...
Isiah 61: says;
“The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the broken hearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the
prisoners..’
These are prophetic words spoken by the
prophet Isaiah of Jesus, the Messiah.
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Jesus spoke out the prophecy for Himself; in
the synagogue in Nazareth of himself;

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

Our Radical, Unpredictable Messiah spoke the
predicted words of Him that laid out the nature
of His unpredictability.
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There was no time limit or expiry date of the
outworking of how Jesus would minister or still
ministers now.

Jesus is still the unpredictable Messiah
seeking to bring liberty for the oppressed,
bringing comfort, healing, wholeness and Good
News to the poor.

The image on the right is of a Bible which has
highlighted every text where God'’s word
speaks of God’s justice an heart for the poor
and those oppressed in any way — it is nearly a
third of the text. If you want to check it out, you
can look at my copy after the service.
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As disciples of a predictably unpredictable
Saviour; we are called to follow our Friend,
Messiah, Redeemer and Saviour, as He was, is
and always be.

We can be expected to be radical; to do the
unpredictable such as our Uniform project,
Grapevine Café, Messy Tots, Community Pantry,
Community Fun Day, Christmas Tree Festival, to
be high profile in serving our community so that
others with see and the Good News for them. —
and yes challenging our local MP on their behalf!

And yet this is perhaps predictable — for we are
each called to mission in the way that Jesus
requires of us individually and Jesus never
takes back the call he puts on each of our lives.
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This verse from Romans 11: 29 reiterates the
truth that God’s call on our lives never leaves
us — His call may lead us into unpredictable
places and in ways of working out our
discipleship that we could never have imagined
(or predicted) — yet He never takes back His
call and He equips us for the predictable and
unpredictable alike so we can walk with the
sure Hope of Christ empowered by the Holy
Spirit.

As it was for Jesus, so it is for us — we follow
our Saviour predictable knowing his equipping
of us and His presence with us through all
Eternity.
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